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BOTHROPOIDES (= BOTHROPS) JARARACA (Jararaca). DIET. 
Predation on anurans by juvenile Bothropoides jararaca has fre- 
quently been reported (e.g., Sazima 1991. Copeia 1991:245-248; 
Sazima 1992. In J. Campbell and E. Brodie, Jr. [eds.], Biology of 
Pitvipers, pp. 199-216. Univ. Texas Press, Arlington; Sazima and 
Haddad 1992. In Morellato [ed.], História Natural da Serra do 
Japi, pp. 212-237. UNICAMP, Campinas; Hartmann et al. 2003. 
Phyllomedusa 2:35-41). Although records of lizards as prey are 
scarce, Sazima (1992, op. cit.), reported Hemidactylus mabouia 
as a prey item of two juvenile snakes and Sazima (1991, op. cit.) 
and Sazima and Haddad (1992, op. cit.) noted that lizards must 
be included in the diet of the species. 

On 23 March 2003, during an expedition to the southern por- 
tion of the Atlantic Forest of Parana State, Brazil, I collected a ju- 
venile B. jararaca (SVL = 248 mm; 8.6 g) actively crawling along 
a forest edge at 1630 h. Examination of the specimen revealed 
the remains of an adult gymnophthalmid lizard, Placosoma gla- 
bellum, in the snake’s stomach. The lizard had been swallowed 
head first and was partially digested, but comparisions with 
other specimens from the herpetological collection of Museu de 
Historia Natural Capão da Imbuia at Curitiba (MHNCI) suggest- 
ed that it was larger than 40 mm SVL. Juvenile B. jararaca exhibit 
criptic coloration and are known to use caudal luring behavior to 
lure amphibians, but it is possible that they may also lure lizards 
and other arthropod predators, such as birds (Sazima 1991, op. 
cit.). This is the first record of an interaction between B. jararaca 
and a gymnophthalmid lizard, and confirms the suspicions that 
juvenile B. jararaca consume lizards. The snake and lizard were 
deposited at the herpetological collection of MHNCI (MHNCI 
11117). 
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BOTHROPS (= RHINOCEROPHIS) ALTERNATUS (Urutu Pit- 
viper). MICROHABITAT. Bothrops alternatus is a widespread 
species that occurs primarily in humid habitats across Brazil, 
Paraguay, Uruguay, and Argentina (Campbell and Lamar 1989. 
The Venomous Reptiles of Latin America, Cornell Univ. Press, 
Ithaca, New York. 425 pp.). Although it is usually indicated to 
occur near wetlands, no precise information has been pre- 
sented on specific microhabitats occupied in these particular 
situations. While conducting research at the Iberá wetlands, 
Corrientes province, Argentina, on 7 May 2000, we collected a 
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Fic. 1. Bothrops alternatus basking at the base of a mat of grass, upon 
a carpet of peat-mosses (Sphagnum), Iberá wetland, Argentina. 


specimen of B. alternatus 10 km inside the swamp, occupying a 
floating substrate locally known as “embalsado” (Fig. 1; Laguna 
Luna, 28.13778°S, 56.82222°W, datum: WGS 84). The “embalsa- 
do” is essentially a vegetated Histosol (organic soil type), of up 
to 2 m depth, consisting primarily of dead plant material that, 
depending on the water level, floats or rests on the bottom. At 
Iberá, these soils support sophisticated plant communities, 
mainly grasslands, but that in some locations can even include 
shrubs and trees. The B. alternatus was found basking at the base 
of a mat, in a small open spot (ca. 20 m wide) near the edge of 
a lagoon, in an area otherwise dominated by the tall and dense 
grass, Rhynchospora corymbosa (Ciperaceae). The open spot re- 
sembled a peat, characterized by the presence of puddles, open 
soil (mainly vegetation debris) and Sphagnum (Sphagnaceae) 
patches. The area was scattered with feces of Cavia aperea (Ro- 
dentia: Cavidae). The snake was a 109.5 cm SVL, severely ema- 
ciated, adult female. Dissection revealed that it had given birth 
recently, exhibiting a total of 18 elliptic oviducal scars. The speci- 
men was deposited at the collection of the Museo Argentino de 
Ciencias Naturales “Bernardino Rivadavia” (MACN 39628). 

Although B. alternatus has been found in the vicinity of sev- 
eral types of wetlands in the Ibera area (Alvarez et al. 2003. In 
Alvarez [ed.], Fauna del Iberá, pp. 99-178. Editorial Universita- 
ria de la Univ. Nacional del Nordeste, Corrientes, Argentina), it 
was not known to occur inside the swamp in the microhabitat 
described here. The significant distance from the shore and the 
evidence of reproduction suggests that some floating habitats at 
the Iberá wetland can harbor populations of this species, pre- 
sumably sustained by locally dense rodent populations. 
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BOTHROPS MOOJENI (Brazilian Lancehead). DIET. Bothrops 
moojeni is a large pitviper that inhabits riparian areas in central 
and southeastern Brazil throughout the Cerrado physiogeo- 
graphic region (Borges and Araújo 1998. Rev. Bras. Biol. 58:591- 
601). The diet of B. moojeni consists of centipedes, frogs, lizards, 
snakes, birds, and mammals (Nogueira et al. 2003. J. Herpetol. 
37:653-659). Here we report predation on an adult treefrog, Sci- 
nax fuscovarius, by a juvenile B. moojeni. 

At 1100 h on 10 Jan 2008, at the edge of the Sucuriú River, 
Trés Lagoas municipality, State of Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil, a 
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COLOR REPRODUCTION SUPPORTED BY THE THOMAS BEAUVAIS FUND. 


